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Three Sisters, who made Profession on the feast of the Assumption, left for 
Africa at the end of August. Sister Demetria, who made her Profession two years 
ago but stayed in the States to take a course in nursing, accompanied them. 
Left to right, Sister M. Mara (Dorothy Rose Deering of Newark, Ohio), Sister 
M. Cecily (Sheila Eleanor Smith of Fort William, Ontario), Sister M. Demetria 
(Catherine Louise Smith of Indianapolis, Indiana), Sister Mary Joy (Norma Mae 
Rochelle of Good Hope, Louisiana). 
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DOCTOR 


ADRIAN 
ATIMAN 


A Sudanese ex-slave and Doctor 
Catechist, the grand old man of 
Karema nearing ninety, who was 
recently called to his eternal re- 
ward, 


By Most Rev. James Hotmes-Siepte, W.F. 


One day—it must have been in 
the year 1875 or thereabouts— a 
band of Tuaregs swept down on 
the Sudanese village of Tindura. 
Quickly snatching up a number of 
people they galloped away to Tim- 
buctu. There in the slave-market 
they sold their captives. One of 
the slaves was a little boy of ten. 

At Timbuctu the young slave 
was bundled into a sack by his new 
master, hoisted on a camel, and 
taken across the Sahara. At Metli- 
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li, Algeria, he became secondhand 
goods. His master sold him to some 
White Fathers. Needless to say the 
lad regained his freedom and later 
became the famous Adrian Atiman, 
Doctor-Catechist. 

He was one of a group of boys 
educated by the Missionaries. He 
received his first clothes and was 
sent to Algiers where he was 
taught his first prayers. It was 
from the lips of the Founder of 
the White Fathers and White Sis- 
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ters, Archbishop (later Cardinal) 
Lavigerie that he learned the Our 
Father. 

In 1881 he was among the young 
Africans chosen to go to Malta to 
study medicine at the University 
of the Knights Hospitallers of St. 
John. He had to learn Italian, the 
language in which the lectures were 
given. 

On July 12, 1882 he was one of 
the 12 Negro boys to be baptized 
in the Valleta Cathedral by Cardi- 
nal Lavigerie on his way back to 
Algiers from Rome where he had 
just been elevated to the rank of 
prince of the Church. 

One event that stuck fast in Ad- 
rian’s memory was his visit to 
Rome for Pope Leo XIII’s jubilee 
in 1888. It was there and then that 
Cardinal Lavigerie chose Adrian 
and two companions to go to Cen- 
tral Africa. 

The three doctor-catechists, a- 
long with a contingent of White 
Fathers and Brothers, sailed from 
Marseilles on July 16, 1888. At 
Zanzibar the trio frequented the 
hospital run by the Holy Ghost 
Fathers to familiarize themselves 
with tropical diseases while wait- 
ing for the caravan to be formed. 

They arrived at Karema on 
March 3, 1889. Except for a short 
stay at Zimba Mission, Adrian 


passed the whole of his long use- 
ful life at Karema. The first ob- 
jects of his care were the poor re- 
deemed slaves of the place. The 
mortality was high among them 
owing to all they had been through. 

Adrian soon won the confidence 
and affection of the population by 
his skill and devotedness, Drugs 
had, however, to be used with the 
strictest economy in those days as 
new supplies would arrive only 
once a year. There came people 
with gun and spear wounds as well 
as lacerated victims of lions, leop- 
ards, and crocodiles. Folk would 
trudge eighty or ninety miles to be 
treated by Adrian. And along with 
the medicine he always distributed 
the right dose of sage advice. 

A room in his hut was his first 
consulting room and dispensary. 
A few huts nearby served as his 
hospital. But in spite of these prim- 
itive means his work was success- 
ful, for he knew how to call down 
God’s blessing by his fervent pray- 
ers and his firm will to be ever 
catechist first and doctor second. 

Prior to World War I he was al- 
so in charge of a sleeping sickness 
camp near Karema. Smallpox and 
chicken pox were extremely com- 
mon. It was Adrian who stamped 
out these diseases. Many nights 
too did he spend at the bedside of 
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sick missionaries, combining the 
functions of doctor and nurse— 
patient, kind, and efficient. 

Microscopes had not been 
thought of when Adrian studied at 
Malta. But he was not the man to 
neglect anything that might add 
to his power of doing good. So he 
bought himself a microscope and 
went and spent two months at 
Kigoma Hospital to learn how to 
use it. 

For years Adrian had no other 
salary than four shillings (one dol- 
lar) a week granted him by the 
mission. What did he care for 
money? He worked for God, and 
from God he expected his reward. 
Here is an extract of a letter to the 
Father Treasurer: “During my 
whole stay at Karema from March 
1889, I have never asked for a 
raise. Since I was snatched from 
my homeland, Providence has al- 
ways visibly protected me, while 
I have tried to follow the advice 
of the missionaries.” 

Adrian received some _ very 
tempting offers from the German, 
Belgian, and British Medical De- 
partments, each in turn anxious to 


secure his services. But he always 
firmly refused, wanting to keep 
faithful to his task as Mission doc- 
tor. “I am a catechist above all,” 
he would repeat. 


“The folk of Karema” said a 
priest of Karema who had known 
Adrian for many years, “confided 
to him all their secrets and all their 
troubles. He was the father of 
them all. With his own money he 
supported many poor families. He 
used his influence as a peacemaker 
in family squabbles. With his 
grand common sense he knew that 
there are illnesses that need, not 
so much medicine, as food and a 
little firewood and even some cloth- 
ing. He worked all day and even 
at night he was often called out. 
He never refused. For Dr. Adrian 
the eight-hour day did not exist. 
Yes, I believe he was the most 
sympathetic person in the whole 
of our Africa.” 


Dr. Adrian was the recipient of 
many medals for his service to God 
and mankind. But at present, he is 
receiving a reward that surpasses 
that of medals. 


OUR FRONT COVER 


“I’m sure lucky to have m’big sister take care 
of me”, little Ignacio seems to tell us as he is car- 
ried about pig-a-back. And our Holy Father 
would deem it fortunate too if you helped to care 
for his missions. Won’t you give a helping hand 
on Mission Sunday? 
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A Seminarian plays the part of a White Father saying the first Mass. 


Navronco’s 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 


By Sr. Barpara-Marie, W.S. 


Recently | was privileged to be 
an eye-witness of the celebrations 
commemorating the 50th Anniv- 
ersary of the foundation of Nav- 
rongo Mission in the Gold Coast. 
The theme running through all was 
joy and gratitude ... joy, be- 
cause the missionaries now see the 
fruits of the indescribable hard- 
ships of their predecessors; and 
gratitude towards God Who has 
so willed to bless their labors. 

The missionaries were not alone 
to feast their 50th Jubilee. People 
came from miles around... . 
Tamale, Secundi, Kumasi, Accra 
... and stayed on until the end. 
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Among the notable visitors were 
the Bishops of Kita, Togoland, Ni- 
geria, Accra, Kumasi, and French 
West Africa and, of course, our 
own Bishop, the Most Reverend 
Gerard Bertrand, presided over all. 
A stir of excitement was begin- 
ning to arise at 3 p.m. on May 9th, 
the eve of the great day. Drums, 
horns, flutes, home-made wind in- 
struments were all tooting their 
loudest. Everyone was trying to 
outdo the other in noise and merry- 
making. A parade began in the 
market place at 4 p.m.; and, since 
it was market day, many non- 
Catholics were there to see it 
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Three little girls from the Mission school dressed as White Sisters proudly act the 


MISSION 


arrival. 


HISTORY 


The chief’s assistants with their 
horses gaily decorated were the 
leaders of the parade. The horses 
seemed to sense that something 
was in the air, for they pranced 
and danced friskily to the music 
of the African home-made band. 
Throngs of people followed be- 
hind them. Then appeared some- 
thing new . . . floats! Each White 
Father from the surrounding mis- 
sion stations depicted some scene 
of activity during the fifty years 
existence of the mission. On the 
first float were two little African 
boys, dressed as White Fathers, 
Father Morin and his companion, 
who first came to Navrongo in 
1905 (a year before the founda- 
tion) to visit the local chief and to 


tell him of their desire to come 
and live in his territory. They were 
cordially welcomed. The welcome 
was enacted in front of the Bish- 
op’s house, before which passed 
the whole pageant to the great ad- 
miration of the spectators, both 
on the balcony of the house and 
grouped in front of it. 

Then came the next float show- 
ing a reproduction of the first 
Chapel at Navrongo and the cele- 
bration of the first Mass. Other 
floats followed showing the Fathers 
visiting the Africans in their homes. 
The arrival of the first White Sis- 
ters was shown simply by three 
little girls dressed in the White 
Sisters’ habit. They were accom- 
panied by a White Father por- 
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trayed by a little African boy who 
came with them. The scene was 
complete in every detail, even 
down to the tin trunk! One of these 
White Sisters in miniature came 
to me after the parade with her 
eyes beaming and her face radiant 
with joy and said, “Sister, I want 
to be a White Sister.” Little Mar- 
tin Awia who portrayed the White 
Father on this float hopes to be- 
come a priest some day. 

The first school at Navrongo was 
successfully reproduced on an- 
other float. The children who rep- 
resented the pupils in the class 
suddenly showed a remarkable at- 
tention to their lesson on arriving 
in the presence of the Bishops who 
were watching from the balcony. 
All along the three mile route they 
had shown as much interest in the 
spectators as these latter had 
shown in them. 

Another float which “came a- 
live” was a small bush dispensary. 
A surprising number of sufferers 
were treated in the small space of 
10 minutes. Pills and bandages 
worked wonders in seconds. It was 
very amusing to see our little 
actors; the Africans certainly 
know how to act when the spirit 
moves them. 

Some smaller missions which 
were originally out-stations of the 
big Navrongo mission, also sent in 
their floats . . . the first dispens- 
ary at Bolga, where there is now a 
large hospital... Wiagha and 
others. Fathers, Sisters, and Chris- 
tians came from all over the dio- 
cese to be present at these great 
celebrations. They were the “living 
witnesses” of the work done in 
other areas through the initial 
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foundation of the Navrongo Mis- 
sion. 

The parade ended at the mission 
grounds in front of the Bishop’s 
house. There a grandstand had 
been erected, and the people lis- 
tened to the speeches given by sev- 
eral notables. The Chief Re- 
gional Officer, Mr. McDonald- 
Smith, C.M.G., representing the 
Premier who was unable to attend, 
thanked God for the many bless- 
ings bestowed on the Navrongo 
Mission through His missionaries. 
Among others who spoke were 
three old men—the first Christians 
of the parish. Reverend Father A. 
Abbatey, Navrongo’s first African 
priest and present Pastor of the 
parish, also spoke. He is the son 
of one of our first Christians men- 
tioned above. 

At 8 p.m. there was a candle 
light procession in which many 
hundreds of people took part. The 
procession commenced at the par- 
ish church, proceeded through the 
mission grounds, arriving at the 
grotto of Our Lady. During the 
procession the rosary was recited 
in Kasem and in English, and 
many hymns were sung to Mary, 
their Queen and Mother. It was an 
awe-inspiring scene to witness the 
simplicity of these people, their 
hearts full of joy, faces radiant in 
the candlelight, and singing with 
all their voice. At the grotto, Sol- 
emn Benediction was given by 
Bishop Van der Broch from Ku- 
masi. A solemn consecration to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary was 
said in Kasem by Bishop Bertrand. 
After Benediction the drumming 
and dancing began. All were in a 
joyful mood. 
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To the great joy of the people, the Memorial to 
their beloved father is at last unveiled. 
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Bishop Bertrand, assisted by two African priests, blessing the Memorial. 


The highlight of the feast was 
the Pontifical High Mass in the 
Navrongo Mission Church on the 
following day. The day dawned 
glorious but warm. Crowds filled 
the parish church of Our Lady of 
Seven Dolors. The clergy entered 
the Church in procession from the 
Bishop’s house—each of the five 
visiting Bishops was accompanied 
by an African Priest. These to- 
gether with Bishop Bertrand who 
was officiating took their places in 
the Sanctuary. All the other 
priests, including White Fathers, 
visiting priests, and African 
Priests filled the small transepts 
on either side of the Sanctuary. 
The Chief Regional Officer and 
other Civil Authorities occupied 
the first places in Church. The Sis- 
ters present were represented by 
five European Missionary Congre- 
gations having missions in the Gold 
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Coast: the Sisters of St. Anne from 
Damongo; the Sisters of Our Lady 
of the Apostles from the Cape 
Coast; the Franciscan Missionar- 
ies of Mary from Jirapa; The Holy 
Ghost Sisters of Accra. Last but 
not least there were the African 
Sisters of Mary Immaculate, a 
diocesan congregation whose train- 
ing has been confided to the White 
Sisters. It was impressing to see 
all these various Religious families 
reunited to give thanks to God 
and to share one another’s joy. 

At 10:15 a.m. the Chief Reg- 
ional Officer together with Rever- 
end Father Abbatey unveiled the 
new memorial to the late Bishop 
Oscar Morin, founder of Navron- 
go-Mission, the first Bishop of the 
diocese. The unveiling took place 
amidst much cheering, shouting, 
and clapping . . . the people’s ex- 
pression of the love and reverence 
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The Chief Regional Officer delivering his speech. 


they keep in their hearts for their 
Father. Again there were a few 
speeches. 

Then followed a program of en- 
tertainment the children had pre- 
pared for the visitors. While the 
boys of the Navrongo schools dis- 
played their ability in gymnastics, 
the girls showed much gracious- 
ness in their dances. 

After a banquet given at the 
Bishop’s house for over two hun- 
dred guests all was quiet for the 
rest of the afternoon. African heat 
keeps all at home in the early after- 
noon except for urgent matters. 

In the evening, Bishop Bertrand 
united the people at the Grotto of 
Our Lady to say a decade of the 
rosary to obtain some much needed 
rain. After which the Navrongo 
Catholic Club presented a magni- 
ficently staged production of a 
play on the Martyrs of Uganda 


entitled “Blood of the Martyrs”. 
It was an African musical with 
plenty of rhythm and song, and 
composed by one of the African 
teachers, Mr. Menoah, who is at 
the White Fathers’ Training Col- 
lege. The girls were gaily dressed 
in attractive colorful dresses—any 
American technicolor movie could 
not compete with. The boys used 
white sheets as costumes to por- 
tray the people of that period. The 
play consisted of five acts. At the 
end, a sudden gust of wind came, 
lightning flashed, and then the 
rain fell in torrents. Ours being 
an open-air theater, everybody 
scrambled for shelter, but the 
music was still in their hearts as 
they went along singing the tunes 
of the play in the rain. 

And so ended a wonderful Gold- 
en Jubilee. May God be praised for 
all of it. 
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The Portuguese who first brought 
the Faith to the Gold Coast in the 
sixteenth century introduced de- 
votion to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in these parts. When they were 
forced to depart the Catholics that 
they left behind, with some excep- 
tions, gradually lapsed into pa- 
ganism. When the country was 
again opened to Catholic evange- 
lization about 75 years ago, near 
the town of Elmina, there still 
existed a religious sect that ap- 
peared to retain some confused 
memories of the teaching about 
the Mother of God. Among its 
religious ceremonies there was an 
annual procession on February 
2nd in which the participants were 
accustomed to carry candles. To 
the first missionaries of modern 
times this seemed to have some 
relation to the Marian Devotion 
of Catholics. This sect has now 
died out and it is presumed that 
its members have become Cath- 
olics. Its influence, at any rate, 
seems to have paved the way for 
the very ready and widespread ac- 
ceptance which devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin finds among all 
Gold Coast Catholics. It is notice- 
able too that many pagans along 
the coastal areas, especially, are 
aware of the name of Mary and 
the position assigned to her as 
Mother of God. Pagans hardly 
question this doctrine. But it is 
likely that they received their 
knowledge from the Catholics liv- 
ing in their midst. It has also been 
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remarked that the position of the 
Queen-Mother or of the grand- 
mother in the Gold Coast matri- 
archal social system has facilitated 
the acceptance of the Christian 
teaching about Our Lady by the 
people here. 

Catholics, of course, practice the 
usual pieties in honor of the 
Blessed Virgin with more or less 
assiduity according to their devo- 
tion and fidelity to Church prac- 
tices and there are a few rather 
crude shrines; mostly following 
the Lourdes pattern, which are 
well attended. In recent years de- 
votion to Our Lady of Fatima 
seems to be gathering popularity. 
Occasionally too one sees pictures 
of the Blessed Virgin pasted on the 
inside of taxis and passenger 
trucks. The idea of the Family 
Rosary is welcomed but it cannot 
be said to have yet become wide- 
spread and firmly established as a 
recognized daily family prayer 
everywhere. One reason for this 
may be the insufficiency of lay 
apostolate workers to actively 
propagate and organize this devo- 
tion, though the Legion of Mary 
is steadily but slowly increasing its 
membership. However, if a group 
in a house compound come to- 
gether for the recitation of the 
Rosary, Protestants, and occa- 
sionally even pagans, will often 
join in unasked. Just recently we 
have heard of a protestant woman 
who has for years recited the Ro- 
sary daily. During the month of 
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May it is a common and quite 
popular custom to carry the statue 
of the Blessed Virgin to a different 
house each day for the recitation 
of the Rosary. In such cases 20, 
30 and even 100 people will take 
part. 


Conversions of adult pagans in 
the Gold Coast usually comes 
about by personal contact with in- 
dividual Catholics, some of whom 
will frequently suggest the con- 
version themselves. It is notice- 
able that in such cases the doctrine 
about Our Lady is always one of 
the first mentioned. Quite fre- 
quently one meets such individual 
Catholics with a great personal 
zeal to tell others about the Faith. 


Finally, mention should be made, 
though it is as yet a purely local 
affair, of the introduction of the 
devotion to Our Lady known as 
“The Perpetual Novena in honor 
of Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal” in the mining town of Bi- 
biani. This is a typical town with 
many of the attendant defects of 
such places, but having a large and 
increasing Catholic population. 
The Parish priests introduced the 


devotion some two years ago and 
to date some 4,000 people have en- 
rolled and many are accustomed 
to wearing the medal publicly. 
The Church is packed for the 
Novena devotions every Monday 
night and daily reception of Holy 
Communion has greatly increased. 
Moreover in a country where mar- 
riage problems are a perennial dif- 
ficulty, Bibiani this year already 
has a record of Christian mar- 
riages never experienced in the 
town before. Many have said that 
“the Medal” has forced them to 
regularize their marriages. A re- 
markable case of conversion too 
has just been reported. The pagan 
fetish priest of the district became 
seriously ill. A Catholic visited him 
and gave him the medal of Our 
Lady. A few weeks afterwards the 
fetish priest, on his own initiative, 
sent for the priest of Bibiani mis- 
sion and after due instruction, was 
baptized. 

In conclusion it may be men- 
tioned that this devotion has now 
been introduced into one parish in 
a neighboring diocese and is likely 
to be introduced into another dio- 
cese shortly. 


Many come to pray to Our Lady at the Grotto in Navrongo. 
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Saved by the Blessed Virgin 


Sr. Pau or THE Cross, W.S. 


A negro woman, approaching 
Sister as she entered the hospital 
on her daily rounds, told of a boy 
who had been crying day and 
night for a medal of the Blessed 
Virgin. 

The little fellow beamed with 
joy as he discovered Sister nearing 
his door and cried out in trium- 
phant relief, “Mama, mama” as 
the Africans call the Sisters. Draw- 
ing near to his bed, the coveted 
medal was passed around the little 
boy’s neck. 

He had been born on the north- 
ern border of Lake Victoria of 
Kavirondo parents, and brought 
to Mombasa by an uncle who had 
been impressed by his alert and 


active mind. The father consented 
only on the condition that his 
brother continue the boy’s instruc- 
tions in the Catholic faith. But 
once arrived in the distant city, the 
uncle flatly refused to comply. The 
little boy in desperation prayed to 
Mary. 

The youngster became ill and 
had to be hospitalized. The White 
Fathers and Sisters who visited 
him gave assurance that Our 
Blessed Mother would surely be 
attentive to his plea—“Never was 
it known ....” they repeatedly 
recalled. 

Sister coming one day found the 
lad sad and disconsolate. On ask- 
ing the reason why, he bared his 
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empty neck and said his angry 
uncle had taken his medal from 
him. Sister replacing it with an- 
other cautioned to keep it out 
of sight. The Fa- 
thers repeatedly 
asked leave to 
commence in- 
structions, but 
never were grant- 
ed permission. 
One day the little 
fellow escaped 
from the hospital 
and lived in bliss 
for several weeks 
at the mission — 
then disappeared. 

Three weeks 
passed. One eve- 
ning as a Brother was returning 
to the mission on a seldom used 
trail, he heard a muffled voice call- 
ing him from a clump of bushes. 
On investigation he discovered the 
lad completely nude save for the 
medal he still was clutching in his 
hand. He explained his angry 
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Young girls desirous of 
devoting their lives to the 
salvation of African souls 
as White Sisters, should 
apply for information to: 
MOTHER SUPERIOR 
WHITE SISTERS’ CONVENT 
Mary GLENN R-D-2 
FRANKLIN, PA. 


A NEW INVENTION 


uncle had beaten him and locked 
him in a room in an effort to make 
him stop praying. Finally tired of 
bucking such stubborn resistance, 
he angrily shoved 
him through the 
door after having 
removed all his 
clothing. Brother 
covered the trem- 
bling boy and 
led him back to 
the mission. The 
experience and 
treatment he re- 
ceived had so 
weakened his con- 
dition that it was 
necessary to send 
him back to the 
hospital. When Sister found him 
on her usual rounds, he was ra- 
diant with joy. “I have been 
saved,” he jubilantly declared. 
“Uncle says he won’t put up with 
me any longer and is sending me 
back to my father. See, mama, 
how the Blessed Virign saved me?” 


In a kindergarten class in Africa, a Sister carefully wrote the fol- 
lowing syllables on the blackboard: wa we wi etc. Then cardboard let- 
ters were distributed to the children; so that they, too, could form these 


same letters on their desks. 


When Sister made the rounds to check on what the children had 
done, she discovered that Vincenti had written: iw, ew, aw, etc. 


“Vincenti, this is not correct,” she said. 


With a proud beaming smile, Vincenti looked up at the Sister and 
replied, “Oh, but Sister, I have invented another way of doing it.” 
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On Saint Eliza’s feast day, as I 
was opening the door of the church 
after Mass and thanksgiving, I 
felt someone was holding on to it, 
evidently meaning to speak to me. 
Yes, there was Eliza, a good old 
woman, whose face bore many 
striking tokens of a life of work 
and sorrows. There she was kneel- 
ing down and trembling from the 
effects of old age. She bowed rev- 
erently, as our old Christians 
usually do to prove their respect. 
I returned the greeting just as sol- 
emnly and guessing the motive of 
her visit, I hastened to wish her 
a holy and happy feast saying: 
“This morning I prayed particu- 
larly for you, Granny and asked 
your saintly namesake to help you 
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Prepare’? 


WHAT THI: 


become as devout as she was, and 
patient and helpful to those in 
pain and need.” 

“Thanks, Father, thanks, 1 want 
her to obtain for me a death like 
hers. With that in mind I try to 
observe the best I can the motto 
you gave us long ago: HOLD 
OUR TONGUE — SMILE — 
OBEY and above all LOVE 
JESUS.” 

“Congratulations on your good 
memory. Now I know you would 
like a present for your feast day. 
Here is a rosary to replace your 
old one that is always breaking. 
Since due to your age you cannot 
do much work, you could say the 
rosary three times every day and 
pray for poor sinners. Do you 
agree?” 


“Yes, Father, but you are spoil- 
ing me! I would like you to help 
me complete my mat (her soul) 
worthily; so that, it will please 
God in Heaven. 
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Now for 
Mission Sunday! 


THIS AFRICAN WOMAN DID... 


By Rev. H. LeVeux, W.F. 


A SURPRISE BOX 


“Give and it will be given to 
you”, continued the dear old wom- 
an, as she handed me a match 
box tied with a string. She was 
smiling, as one wanting to give a 
surprise. 1 pretended to refuse, 
saying “You know I do not 
smoke.” 


“Never mind that, just open 
the box,” she urged. Her features 
seemed those of one much young- 
er, brightened as they were by her 
joy. The only thing I could do 
was to accept and open the match 
box. 


There were no matches, but to 
my great surprise there were ten 
shillings, about a dollar and a half 
in American money. A mere trifle 
for many Americans, but for Eliza 


it was a whole fortune, and in her 
face at that moment, I could read 
both her joy at having bewildered 
me and the comfort resulting of 
some generous accomplishment. 

“But what do you want me to 
do with this money”? I asked. 

“That money, Father, I want to 
return to God, who gave it to me. 
I heard that our Holy Father the 
Pope needs a lot of money to help 
convert the people and feed those 
who suffer from hunger. Well then, 
Father, send these shillings to the 
Pope. They are for the Propaga- 
tion of the Faith.” 

“Eliza, you must have a Guar- 
dian Angel and a Patron Saint 
who inspire you with such wonder- 
ful ideas, and God must be stor- 
ing up for you in Heaven some 
magnificent surprise boxes!” 


May your guardian Angel and Patron Saint inspire you, dear reader, with good 
ideas to help the Society for the Propagation of the Faith on MISSION SUN- 
DAY. Then you, too, will have some nice surprise boxes awaiting you! 
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THE CSMC CONVENTION 


~ “Sq nso 
: — 


The 17th National Convention of the Catholic Students’ Mission Crusade, held 

at the University of Notre Dame, Indiana, gathered thousands of missionaries, 

students, and mission lovers from all parts of the United States, as well as from j 

Asia, Africa and Latin America. The dominant theme of the convention was the | 
i return of the laymen to a place of responsibility in extending religious influence | 
' 


in our times. 

Father King, founder of the CSMC never dreamed that the Crusade would 
take on such gigantic proportions, when he began it some 30 years ago. Nor did 
he dream of bringing together representatives of China and Africa. Father is 
shown in the background with His Eminence Cardinal Tien of China, an African 
student and a White Sister. 
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A last minute touch, and 
that does it. Africa in minia- 
ture welcomes visitors at the 
White Father—White Sister 
booth. 


There is always a Mission 
Exhibit in connection with 
the Convention. White Fath- 
ers and White Sisters have 
a joint exhibit. Setting up 
the booth can be fun. . . 
especially when it means do- 
ing something for the mis- 
sions. 
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His Excellency, Bishop 
Bowers, S.V.D. of Accra, 
Gold Coast, honors the mis- 
sionaries of Africa with his 
visit. 


Two African students add 
Tropical warmth to the ex- 
hibit as they greet visitors 
with a smile. Mary Frances 
and Margaret are graduates 
of one of the White Sisters 
High Schools in Uganda. 
They were happy to receive 
scholarships for St. Mary’s 
College, Indiana. 


Fee en ae erm a re ul 
ai ae ‘ 
A sc daaaneiaues sama ie | 
Sh ee tog ee get 
ges i - : 
r é | es | 2h 
: an oh ae : - gph ee | Ps eo ; ‘ 
waa & ol . 
_» ee ee Ss 3 ~ 4 
—- -_ ‘Ty 
- AZ j = Ss | 
| a. 
aa | - H , “RS 
"i i “9 $ e. | / 
a ‘. M \ A» 
oy a * 7 
< c= ¥ / y , - \ 
on _— a j \ \ 
a hae = ANG | 
: : 1 eS { ( 
; 4 ie -: » * ' “ | 
| a \ . ; 
| | | ae. | 
| Ji) \ he a | 
| 
} _ Se Gey oa ph eee Sei ae ee ae Fie 
yes = SS aoe nop ee Sek : Mi 
| > ee 2 eer 2 ae is 
Se ok Ta 5 a sa 
ple ee le a 
| 2 ie EO » 
| ~e vel ag 
4  _ 
> , “4 
oe 2 s 
? — ; 
ae 20 a 4 ‘i ‘ ; 
Be my >. r ws a dan “om 
‘ ; hd ees, . s - 4 re a " ———_ Peas a 
ee a ees es a 


An eager audience... 
What's the attraction? 


Who can resist that African rhythm! Mary Frances and Margaret give an enter- 
taining program as they sing and drum a jungle tune. 
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All eyes and ears turn to 
Margaret and Mary Frances 
as they give first hand infor- 
mation of their country to 
Sr. Mary Louis, Margaret 
Lynch and Laura Korn of 
St. Benedict's Academy, 
Erie, Pa. 


Rev. Augustus C. Reitan, 
C.S.Sp., National Director 
of the Holy Childhood, en- 
joys a glimpse of the White 
Sisters’ magazine. 
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Lighter moments. Young 
girls and Sisters alike, en- 1 
joy an equatorial tale. : : 


There are many questions to 
answer as the Convention 
days slip by. 


The last thirty years have seen great prosperity in the missions. 
Two causes which have greatly contributed to this progress are: first, 
the proclamation of St. Theresa as universal patron of the missions .. . 
and the Catholic Students’ Mission Crusaders . . . by their prayers 
and alms, prompted by their great spirit of sacrifice. 
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Matriarchy 


A Matriarchal system established by ancient pagan customs causes 
trying and deplorable situations. Through Catholicism women be- 


come free and happy. 


By Sr. Anprew oF THE Sacrep Heart, W.S. 


A real problem to be faced by 
people in certain sections of French 
West Africa is the thriving of 
Matriarchy, or in other words, the 
transmission of kinship ties be- 
tween the woman’s family. While 
this customary form of govern- 
ment does not give the woman 
complete authority to rule the 
household or clan, as some people 
might suppose, still the age-old 
custom manages to disrupt the 
natural bonds of a family by cre- 
ating jealousy, rivalry and event- 
ually hatred which results in the 
complete division and separation 
of the family. 


Even in this system of Matri- 
archy, however, the man is always 
recognized as the head of the fam- 
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ily. But the difference consists in 
this —that the head of a house 
never exercises his rights upon his 
own children, but upon his sisters’ 
children instead, who become his 
own by proxy and inherit his 
goods. The children of his own 
blood belong to the head man of 
his wife’s clan, and so the com- 
plicated story goes in its topsy- 
turvy fashion of mixing up the 
God-given rights of parenthood. 


The following story illustrates 
some of the unhappy events that 
may proceed from this pagan cus- 
tom of Matriarchy: 


One afternoon we came upon a 
grief-stricken woman who had lost 
her husband only four months be- 
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fore. While stopping to offer our 
sympathy, she told us of the mis- 
erable circumstances which must 
be faced by herself and her chil- 
dren. According to the tribal sys- 
tem, she and her children were 
forced to spend this period of time 
with the family of her deceased 
husband. 


That very morning, just before 
we met her, she had been visited 
by her husband’s brother who 
came to settle a very unpleasant 
affair. Since the widow had firmly 
refused to marry this man (who 
already had two wives) he came 
to take his revenge by claiming all 
that remained in her hut with the 
exception of her clothes. He even 
emptied the cooking pot, pouring 
the family’s food on the ground, in 
order to take home the empty ves- 
sel. The poor woman ended her 
story pathetically: “I did not 
argue, Sister. It belonged to him, 
just like all the rest... .” 


We accompanied the poor widow 
to her brother’s house where she 
would stay in safety until her 
uncle came to settle her affairs. 
Lucian, the brother, was very kind 
and said to us, “I would much 
rather have her stay here with us 
so that her children can continue 
their studies. If she goes to our 
Uncle’s they will never have this 
opportunity, for there is no school 
where he lives.” However, accord- 
ing to the abiding custom, the 
woman was obliged to make her 
home in her uncle’s house. 


After speaking to Lucian a while 
about these sad affairs, we dis- 
covered that he, too, had difficul- 


ties in his own family, since he had 
no authority whatsoever in raising 
his own children. When asked 
how many children he had, Lucian 
replied: 


“T have three: Two daughters 
—Odile, 14; Susan, 17; and a son 
10 years old.” 


“Are they all here at home?” 


“No, Sister, Odile is at Thies 
helping my wife’s sister and Susan 
works for a lady in Dakar.” 


“Ts it because you need help for 
the family that you have sent 
Susan to Dakar?”, I asked. 


“Qh, no!”, answered the father 
emphatically, “I would have pre- 
ferred to keep her here at home, 
and even if we needed the money 
she could have worked in the fish- 
ery; but my wife’s brother thinks 
that if Susan is employed for a 
European family, he may in due 
time pocket a larger dowry.” 


“But how is this?”, I asked, 
“Are you not the one to see about 
Susan’s marriage?” 


“My children do not belong to 
me, Sister. They belong to their 
mother’s people.” 


“But surely you have the right 
to speak in matters that concern 
them!” 

“No, Sister, I have nothing to 
say. ... I cannot even see to the 
affairs of my sisters’ daughters 
until after our Uncle’s death!” 

Sometime later, while visiting 
Dakar, we made it a special point 
to stop and see Susan. As soon as 
she realized that we were from 
Joal, her own village, (about 70 
miles south of Dakar) she kissed 
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us fondly and tears came to her 
eyes when we delivered the little 
parcel sent by her mother. 


“Poor Mama”, she exclaimed, 
“How I wish I were near her to 
help her!” 

“Are you happy here?”, I ven- 
tured to ask. 


“Oh, Mrs. X. . . is very kind 
and I love the children; but they 
are not my own relatives. I would 
much rather be living in Joal.” 


“Can you not go back home?” 


“No, because my uncle has 
placed me here. He is a business- 
man here in the city of Dakar and 
earns a lot of money.” 


“Do you ever go to see him?” 


“Very seldom, Sister, because 

. well, you see, his wife hates 
us. She says we intend to inherit 
her children’s wealth!” 


“How could you?”, I asked in 
an amazed tone. 


“Because my brother is the heir 
of our uncle. Since the relatives 
of my uncle’s wife are not well off, 
she feels that her own children 
will get nothing, and this is the 
reason she is so cross when we go 
to visit my uncle.” 


of three unhappy families who are 
governed by the tribal rule of 
Matriarchy in their homes. In the 
sections where this custom is firm- 
ly established, there is a greater 
trend towards evolution each day, 
as the people realize more and 
more that such customs bring 
nothing but uneasiness and disrup- 
tion to the family. 
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Often, when a father dies, we 
witness there the shameful tragedy 
of the children being dismissed 
empty-handed; the wife, doped 
with a potion, wandering about 
aimlessly, tracked down by her 
nephews who seize her entire pos- 
sessions. 


One can easily see how Chris- 
tianity helps to restore the God- 
given rights of the family, and 
people begin to see more fully the 
necessity for the children to be- 
long to their parents, so that they 
may share the personal effects, the 
estate and whatever money has 
been earned through the labor and 
intelligence of the deceased parent. 
In their own words: “Matriarchy 
is an out-moded institution which 
must now be abolished.” 


Until a few years ago, men were 
not considered in a position to 
look after their children unless 
they married according to the 
patriarchal system and code. Now, 
however, in choosing to abide by 
part of the Civil Statue of Com- 
mon Law, at the time they marry, 
they are permitted to exercise pa- 
ternal rights over their children. 


But those who have formerly 
contracted marriage ties under the 
pressure of the ancient custom 
have only to sit back waiting pa- 
tiently for the day of their libera- 
tion from this bondage . . . which 
should make us thank God for the 
precious gifts of freedom that are 
often taken for granted in a care- 
free land . . . and inspire us to 
pray for our less fortunate breth- 
ren living under the Matriarchal 
Customs. 
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of Father 
Bartholomew Simeon by the Apos- 


tolic Delegate, Archbishop Knox, 
at the Senior Seminary in the Dio- 
cese of Moshi, Tanganyika, drew 
attention to the extraordinary oc- 
curence of five members of one 
family in a mission area having 
dedicated their lives to the service 
of God and His Church. 

Father has a brother who was 
ordained a priest before him and 
another brother in the Seminary. 
He also has two sisters religious. 

This family belongs to the Wac- 
hagga Tribe which lives on the 
slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro a- 
mong whom there are at present 
ninety thousand Catholics. Catho- 
licism was introduced to this tribe 
much less than a hundred years 
ago, but already it boasts of 
twenty-one Priests, and with the 
growth of families such as this one 
the Faith is fast becoming anchored 
to the soil. 


rh \ of 
Holland held a study day at Bou- 
vigne with representatives of vari- 
ous missionary Congregations. The 
aim was to study the part the lay- 
man, and particularly the worker, 
could play in the modern mission- 
ary apostolate. At the close of the 


day they decided to send some of 
their members to the missions to 
help materially and to organize 
YCW groups on the spot. 

The YCW adopted Karema’s 
seminary in Tanganyika as their 
initial project. Forty young work- 
ers volunteered to spend two years 
in Karema working on the build- 
ing project without salary. As one 
of them said, “If we can give two 
years of military service to the 
State, we can give two years of 
missionary service to the Church.” 

After a careful spiritual and 
psychological preparation nine vol- 
unteers were selected. The first 
architect-mason-carpenter team is 
already at work on the seminary. 
Once the walls begin to rise, they 
will be joined by other workers to 
help put on the finishing touches. 


was called to her eternal re- 
ward. Her husband had also been 
a very good Catholic and gave his 
life for a White Father many years 
ago at the time of the Martyrs of 
Uganda. When he saw a group of 
men coming to kill the Father, he 
immediately put himself in front of 
him and received the spear in his 
side. After the death of her hus- 
band, Paulina left her country and 
tribe to go to help the White 
Fathers in Tanganyika, where they 
had just founded a new mission. 
From that time she generously de- 
voted her life to the mission cause. 
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A HEAVY BURDEN FOR THE PEOPLE 


By Sister M. Jonn Ricry, W.S. 


With a look of sinister wicked- 
ness in his eyes, the elderly pagan 
stormed out of the hut. 

“You wait. She'll pay for it,” he 
shouted. 

The girl he was referring to 
looked anxiously at her father, but 
his faith proved equal to hers. 
Contrary to age-long custom, he 
did not force her into marriage 
with this pagan so much older 
than she and with whom it would 
have been impossible for her to 
live a Christian life. 

Soon afterwards, the disap- 
pointed suitor left the village and 
found work on the coast, a good 
six hundred miles away. 

He had not been gone a fort- 
night, when Anastasia became ill, 
so ill that she was removed to the 
hospital. There all the tests and 
examinations were without result. 
The doctor in attendance had been 
in Nigeria for years and was well 
acquainted with most tropical di- 
seases, but he was baffled by 
Anastasia’s trouble. She lay in bed 
listless and heedless of everything. 
She had no appetite and gradually 
became more and more unable to 
eat. 

By the end of six weeks it 
seemed as if there was no more 
hope of saving her, and the priest 
was sent for to give her the Last 
Sacraments. After the ceremony 
he went back to the mission and 
later in the day found Anastasia’s 
father at his door. “Thank you for 
going to my girl,” he said. “I know 
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now there is no hope. She has been 
bewitched by the man she would 
not marry.” 

The missionary did not give up 
hope as easily as that. Early next 
morning he offered Mass for Anas- 
tasia. About an hour later, he 
called at the hospital. There was 
the patient, sitting up in bed, eat- 
ing a good breakfast. Doctor and 
nurses could not believe their eyes. 
The priest had a long talk with 
her but the girl could tell him 
nothing of her mysterious illness. 
Some days later she left the hos- 
pital and was soon the bright, 
robust girl she had been. 

What of her sickness? Was it 
due to witchcraft and was the. 
devil overcome by the power of 
the Mass? Impossible to say for 
certain, but it looks very much 
like it. The devil is not going to 
let his almost undisputed sway 
over Africa be taken from him 
without making every effort to re- 
tain it. 

All the same, not all the witch- 
craft and sorcery that goes on is 
the direct intervention of Satan. A 
good deal of it is just trickery and 
superstition. The Babalawo-witch- 
doctor has great influence and is 
consulted not only by the illiterate 
and “bush” villagers, but even by 
those who have gone through the 
schools, though these latter do not 
do it so openly. 

The Babalowo’s principal busi- 
ness is fortune-telling. Rare is the 
boy or girl who does not have re- 
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The man most frequently consulted. 
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before 


to him 
Every problem is taken to him, 
and unlimited confidence is placed 


course marriage. 


in his advice. But it is noted that 
the witch-doctor is “the doctor 
against witches.” Witches are 
those men and women who are be- 
lieved to have the power of turn- 
ing into animals and working 
harm on their enemies. The witch- 
doctor, if paid enough, will drive 
off the devils and prevent the 
witch from doing any evil. 

A missionary with long exper- 
ience once said that though he did 
not believe that actual changing 
into an animal did take place, or 
even could, he did believe that the 
witch was possessed by the mind 
of the animal and would act as 
the animal would. Possession by 
the devil, too, is not infrequent. It 
is brought on by wild dances when 
the one possessed believes a devil 
has entered into him. They roll 
on fire and leap into the air, firmly 
convinced that they are enjoying 
the experience, though they suffer 
agonies afterwards from the burns. 
It is sometimes necessary that 
these possessed people be kept in 
chains for, like those in the Gospel 
narrative, they are a danger to the 
public. 

It is not hard to imagine the fear 
and sometimes terror that reigns 
in lands where such beliefs are 
prevalent. The least happening is 
attributed to unnatural or preter- 
natural causes. It is not rare for 
a missionary to be asked to bless 
a house because the inmates can- 
not sleep on account of the uncan- 
ny noises they hear. The mys- 
terious sounds, that are not con- 


fined to one place but seem to be 
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wherever the family goes, are 
nothing else than the witchcraft 
being exercised by enemies of the 
householder just to annoy him. 
And the man who calls in the Fa- 
ther for this purpose will be a 
good, earnest Catholic. He believes 
in witchcraft as he used to do; but 
now it is not the witch-doctor with 
his charms and incantations but 
the priest of God that he consults. 
In the Sacramentals of the Church, 
he knows, is the real remedy 
against the enemies of God and 
man. 

To this reign of fear, Christian- 
ity is now little by little succeed- 
ing in some parts of Africa. It is 
easy to see the tremendous change 
of out-look this requires in the 
mentality and attitude of the Afri- 
can. He has deep down in him a 
belief in one God, supreme Cre- 
ator, good, almighty. Just because 
He is the Supreme Chief, the 
African, as most other primitives, 
has always thought it was useless 
to have any relation with Him. He 
was too elevated to be bothered 
with a poor human. The lesser 
spirits, whose intentions were not 
always good and who could be in- 
fluenced by fellow humans, were 
in a different order altogether and 
needed much attention. But Christ- 
ianity brings a 


totally opposite 
conception. The Spirit of Christ is 
one of filial love for God the 


Father, trust in Him, reliance on 
His Goodness. And in place of fear, 
Christianity preaches joy that has 
its roots in the firm belief that 
nothing happens to us that is not 
willed by this all-powerful and lov- 
ing God, and always in view of our 
greater good. 
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How Would You 
Like to Carry 
a Burden 


Such as This? 


Do you think this African wom- 
an carries a heavy burden? 
but what is this compared to the 
weight of superstition thousands 
of woman like this one carry with 
their pagan customs. Won't you 
help to unburden them with your 
prayers, sacrifices and alms. Re- 
member the ever new recommen- 
dation of our Lord: “Whatever you 
do to the least of my brethren you 
do unto Me.” 
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Wuirte Sisters, 319 Middlesex Ave., Metuchen, N. J. 


Dear Sisters, 


I promise you my prayers and I am making a sacrifice to send you 


this offering $_.. : to help unburden the African women. 


Name 
Address 
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